
SCHEDULE Annual Meeting 

SATURDAY  December 7

11 AM – Noon  County Presidents’ Training Meeting  Paradise C 

Noon  County Presidents’ Luncheon  Paradise B (invite only)

1 – 5 PM  County Presidents’ Conference  Paradise C

6:30 PM  County Presidents’ Dinner  Paradise A (invite only)
   Meal Sponsored by Missouri Farm Bureau Insurance

Featuring Dr. John Newton, AFBF Chief Economist
Dr. John Newton is Chief Economist for the American Farm Bureau Federation. He 
joined AFBF in 2016 after serving as an agricultural economist at USDA, completing 
a fellowship with the Senate Agriculture Committee and serving as Chief Economist 
at the National Milk Producers Federation. Newton earned his Ph.D. in agricultural 
economics from The Ohio State University, master’s degrees in economics and 
agricultural economics from The Ohio State University, and a bachelor’s degree in 
business economics from the University of Louisville.

Following  County Gold Star Awards Program  Paradise A 

Following  Movie: Losing Ground   Paradise A 

SUNDAY  December 8

8 AM – 10 AM  Foundation for Agriculture Flapjack Fest  5th Level
Bring the family for pancakes and sausage! See page 9 for more information.

9:30 AM  Church Service    Paradise A

Music by Hilltop Cities 
All four members of this contemporary Christian band from Willow Springs are Missouri Farm Bureau 
members. They have served as praise and worship leaders at St. Paul Lutheran Church since 2014.

11 AM - 5 PM  Hospitality Center Open  5th Level

11:30 AM  Preliminary Round Collegiate Discussion Meet  Room 64

11:45 AM  Ambassador Contestants’ Luncheon  Paradise A
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Annual Meeting SCHEDULE

SUNDAY  December 8 (continued)

12:30 PM   FFA Speech Contestants’ Luncheon  Leeward 76-77

1:00 PM  Media Training (limited to 20 members)  Room 63

Attendees will learn how to easily prepare for an interview, answer reporters’ questions, and look and sound 
great on camera. Anyone ages 18+ is welcome to participate, but all attendees must pre-register.

1:30 PM  Resolutions Open Hearing  Parasol II

2:00 PM  Final Round Collegiate Discussion Meet  Room 64

2:30 PM  FFA Speech Contest  Windward 70-71

3:00 PM  Panel - From Label to Table   Parasols I & II
Will Fake Meat, Hemp and CRISPR Change the Way You Farm?

Four national experts will discuss how emerging trends will change farming in the coming years. Panelists 
are Dr. Jayson Lusk, Professor at Purdue University; Dr. John Newton, Chief Economist at American Farm 
Bureau Federation; Mace Thornton, VP of Communications and Marketing for the United Soybean Board; 
and Joanne Ragalie, Project Manager at U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance.

5:00 PM  Foundation for Agriculture Banquet  Paradise A, B, & C
   Children’s dinner sponsored by Margaritaville Lake Resort

Emcee: Blake Hurst, Missouri Farm Bureau President

Remarks by FFA Speech Winner

6:45 PM  Ambassador Contest  Paradise A, B, & C

Following   Foundation for Agriculture Trivia Night  Paradise A, B, & C
Kids are welcome and family interaction is encouraged! See page 9 for more information. 

Dr. Jayson Lusk Dr. John Newton Joanne RagalieMace Thornton
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MONDAY  December 9

7:00 AM  Breakfast  Paradise C
  Hosted by Promotion & Education Committee

Featuring Diane Olson, Director of Promotion & Education

9:00 AM  General Session  Paradise A & B

Featuring Blake Hurst, Missouri Farm Bureau President
Blake Hurst was first elected the 14th President of Missouri Farm Bureau on 
December 7, 2010.  Blake served on the MOFB state board for eight years 
representing District 1 and seven years as Vice President. He raises corn and 
soybeans with his father, brother, nephews and sons-in-law. He operates a wholesale 
greenhouse business with his wife, Julie; daughter, Lee; and sons-in-law, Ryan Harms 
and Matt Schlueter. The family raises flowers in two acres of greenhouses. Blake 
and Julie have three children. Lee works in the greenhouse with her family, Ann is 
the chief operating officer for their local hospital and Ben practices law in Kansas 
City. Blake  and Julie have six grandchildren.

Featuring Dr. Jayson Lusk, Purdue University
Jayson Lusk is a food and agricultural economist who studies what we eat and why 
we eat it. His book The Food Police: A Well-Fed Manifesto about the Politics of 
Your Plate, is a critical account of food and agriculture economics. Since 2000, 
he’s published more than 190 articles in peer-reviewed scientific journals on topics 
ranging from the economics of animal welfare to consumer preferences for genetically 
modified food. He has served on the executive committees of the three largest U.S. 
agricultural economics associations, including most recently the Agricultural and 
Applied Economics Association, of which he is currently president. 

Travis Cushman, AFBF Senior Legal Counsel
Travis Cushman, AFBF Senior Counsel for Public Policy, received his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Virginia and went to law school at Washington and Lee 
University School of Law. Originally from Virginia, he has lived in North Carolina, 
Colorado, New York, Ireland, Oklahoma, and Washington, DC. Travis spent 10 years 
in private law practice before joining AFBF last year. In that role, he manages AFBF’s 
nationwide litigation on all issues facing agriculture, including international trade, 
property rights, access to public lands, and the regulatory regimes of the Clean Water 
Act, Clean Air Act, and Endangered Species Act.

Questions
If you have questions concerning your registration, meal tickets, or about delegate 
voting, please visit the information tables in the Paradise Ballroom Foyer. ?
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MONDAY  December 9 (continued)

Outstanding Service to Agriculture Award Recipients

11 AM - 5 PM  Hospitality Center Open  5th Level

11:30 AM - 1 PM Cash & Carry Lunches  5th Level

Noon  Partners in Agriculture Luncheon   Paradise C  (invite only)

1 PM – 4:30 PM Business Meeting and Resolutions  Paradise A & B
  Seating of Delegates
  Introduction of Resolutions Committee
  Consideration of Resolutions

Remarks by Chris Chinn, Director of the Missouri Department of Agriculture 

4:00 PM  Silent Auction Bidding Closes  5th Level

6:00 PM  Retirement Reception for Diane Olson  Paradise C

6:30 PM  Taste of Missouri Buffet Dinner  Paradise A, B, & C
  Meal Sponsored by Missouri Farm Bureau Insurance. Beer & Wine Tasting Courtesy of             
  Missouri Wine & Grape Board, St. James Winery, & Public House Brewing Company

7:30 PM  2019 Top County, Special Project,   Paradise A, B, & C
  and President’s Awards

Special Entertainment – Porter Union  Paradise A, B, & C
Porter Union, led by husband and wife team Cole Michael and Kendra Porter, is the 
result of two old souls spending much of the last decade traveling the country to play 
their music everywhere from dive bars and honky tonks to festivals and theaters.

15 minutes after adjournment, delegates may report to 5th level for photos.
Hospitality rooms are open following entertainment. 

Randy Campbell Diane OlsonCongressman
Blaine Luetkemeyer

Brian KlippensteinCongresswoman
Vicky Hartzler

7



SCHEDULE Annual Meeting 

TUESDAY  December 10

7:15 AM  Breakfast      Paradise C
             Hosted by Young Farmers & Ranchers Committee

Featuring Jamie Johansen, Young Farmers & Ranchers Chair 
Jamie Johansen worked as a freelance agricultural journalist for a number of 
years before starting Honey Creek Media, where she serves clients in marketing, 
broadcasting, and consulting. However, she cherishes her latest label, storyteller, best. 
She hosts and produces From the Tailgate, a southwest Missouri TV show centered 
around agriculture and rural life. Jamie grew up in southwest Missouri on a purebred 
Hereford operation. Beef production continues to be a strong focus in her life. She 
and her husband, Kevin, raise Hereford and Charolais cattle in Lebanon with their 
daughters Harper and Ivee Mae.

8:30 AM  Caucuses  
  District 5  Leeward 76-77
  District 6    Nautical Wheeler
  District 7  Leeward 74-75
  District 8  Windward 72-73
  North District-At-Large   Paradise C

9:00 AM  Continuation of Resolutions  Paradise A & B

10:00 AM  Election of Vice President / Directors  Paradise A & B

Noon  Check Out and Adjourn

  Meeting of State Board of Directors  Nautical Wheeler
  (Immediately following adjournment)

Voting Delegates 
The Resolutions room (682) will be staffed during the following hours:

Sunday: 10 AM - Noon, 4:30 PM - 5 PM
Monday: 7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

Voting delegates and alternates must all register at the                                             
Voting Delegates registration desk by 6:00 PM, Monday, December 9. 

Doors lock 
at 8:30 AM
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